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Eurocomment Publications 

2000-2019 
 

             European Council Series 
 

 Number Original name/number     Publication date 
 EC 
 1 The European Council at Feira  VfB 8       July 2000 
 2 The Biarritz European Council  VfB 9       Nov 2000 
 3 European Council at Nice:   VfB 10       Jan 2001 

 Neither Triumph nor Disaster   
      4. The European Council at Stockholm  VfB 11       April 2001 

5 The European Council of Göteborg  VfB12       July 7 2001 
6 Brussels European Council 21 September  VfB 13       Oct.2001  
 The EU and Terrorism 
7 The European Council in Ghent (text lost)   BN 1.1        
 Oct./Nov 2001 
8 The Laeken Council   Book       Dec. 2001 
9 The Barcelona Council   Book       March 2002 
10 The Seville Council   Book       June 2002 
11 The  Brussels & Copenhagen Councils 2002   Book       2002 
 The Making of the New Europe 
12      The Spring European Council        BN 1.14      March 2003 
  March 20 and 21, 2003 
13 The Thessaloniki European Council   BN 2.3        July 2003 
14      The Launching of the IGC, October 4, 2003                                      BN 2.5         Oct 2003 
15      The European Council of October 16 and 17, 2003                 BN 2.6          Oct 2003     
          A  Non-Event? 
16      The European Council and IGC of December, 2003     BN 2.8           Jan 2004 
 17     The Spring European Council, March,25/26 2004    BN 2.10      March 2004 
         The EU recovers its balance 
18      The IGC and the European Council of June 2004 rev.    BN 3.2         July 2004 
19     The European Council of November 2004     BN 3.3        Nov 2004 

Formal decisions and informal discussions 
20      The European Council of 16-17 December 2004    BN 3.7       Feb.2005 

Dealing with Turkey 
21      The Spring European Council of 2005      BN 3.9            April 2006 
 Economic Governance in the European Union  
22        The Spring European Council         BN 4.4           

The Lisbon Agenda and an Energy Policy for Europe 
23       The June European Council       BN 4.        Aug. 2006 
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24       The European Council at Lahti       BN 4.7          Oct.2006 
25 The European Council of December 2006     BN 4.9           Dec 06/Jan 07 
26 March 2007: A Tale of Two Councils      BN 5.1&2         May 2007 
27 The June European Council and treaty reform     BN 5, 3&4         July 2007 
 Angela Merkel’s Mandate 
28 The Lisbon Council of October 2007      BN 5.6           Nov.2007 
29 The  European Council, December 2007     BN 5.8       Jan.2008 

The Portuguese leave their mark 
30 The 2008 Spring Council       BN 6.1           April 2008 
31 The European Council of June 2008      BN 6.2           July 2008 
 Ireland, Food and Oil 
32 European Council of September 2008       BN 6.3             Sept 2008 
 The EU and the Georgian Crisis 
33 The European Councils of October and November 2008   BN 6. 4&5       Nov.2008 

      The EU and the Financial Crisis       
34 The December 2008 European Council      BN 6.6           Feb.2009  

Nicolas Sarkozy’s flawed triumph 
35 The Special European Council of 1 March 2009    BN 6.8            May 2009 
 The Making of a Consensus 
36 The Spring Council of March 2009      BN 7.1           June 2009 

The consolidation of consensus 
37 The European Council of June 2009     BN 7.2           July 2009 
  Disorderly but useful 
38 The European Councils of September to November 2009  BN 7.3&4        Dec.2009 

Lisbon, Copenhagen and New Leaders       
39 Brussels and Copenhagen      BN 7.5            Jan.2010 

The European Council and the new global disorder 
40 The European Council of 11 February 2010    BN 7.6            Feb. 2010 
 Van Rompuy Saves the Day 
41 The European Council and the euro crisis, Spring 2010   BN 7.7&8        June 2010 

 In the Last Resort       
42 The European Council of June 2010     BN 8.1             Aug.2010 
 A Return to Normality?   
43 The informal European Council of 16 September 2010   BN 8.2             Sept.2010 

EU Foreign Policy in the Shadows       
44 The European Council of 28-29 October 2010    BN.8.3             Dec.2010 

 The Euro Crisis Once Again      
45 The European Council of 16-17 December 2010   BN 8.4             March 2011 
 Doing Whatever Is Required?      
46 The European Councils of February and March 2011   BN 8.5&6         Aug 2011 
    The Euro, Energy Policy and the Arab Revolutions         
47 The European Council of 24-25 March 2011    PE              March 2011 
48 The June European Council : what to expect     PSB            23 June 2011 
49 The June European Council : a preliminary evaluation    PE                        5 July 2011 
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50 The special euro area summit of 21 July      PSB             20 July 2011 
Between a rock and a hard place 

51 The Meeting of the Euro Area Heads of State and Government  
on 21 July            PE          29 July 2011 

52 Prospects for the European Council and Euro Area Summit,  
October 2011           PSB          22 Oct.2011 
Rational expectations and the hysteria of the herd 

53  A Tale of Five Summits: October/November 2011       PE.              30 Nov.2011 
A preliminary evaluation 

54 The European Council of 8/9 December 2011        PSB             8 Dec.2011 
Rational and Irrational Expectations 

55  The European Council of 8/9 December 2011        PE 2011             Jan 2012 
56 The Informal European Council of 30 January 2012      PSB 2012/1           Jan 2012 
57 The European Council of 30 January 2012  (incomplete)  PE 2012/1      Feb 2012 

Between German hegemony and ‘more Europe 
58  Prospects for the March European Council       PSB 2012/2         March 2012 

A more or less routine affair 
59  The March European Council and the State of the Union     PE 2012/2              March 2012 
60  The informal European Council on 23 May       PSB  2012/3           May 2012 
61 The informal European Council of 23 May 2012    PE.2012/3        June 2012 
 A turning-point in the euro crisis ? 
62 The European Council of 28-29 June 2012    PSB 2012/4       June 2012 
63 The European Council of 28-29 June 2012    PE 2012/4          July 2012 
 Short-term help and long-term conditionality     
64 The European Council of 18-19 October 2012    PSB 2012/5      Oct 2012 
65 The European Council of 18-19 October 2012    PE 2012/5    
 Completing EMU: a roadmap not a blueprint     
66 The European Council of 22-23 November 2012   PSB 2012/6      Nov 2012 
67 The European Council of 22-23 November 2012   PE 2012/6      Dec 2012
 Neither an Agreement nor a Breakdown  
68 The European Council of 13-14 December 2012    PSB 2012/7      Dec 2012 
69 The European Council of 7-8 February 2013    PSB 2013/1        Feb 2013 
70 The European Council and the MFF agreement, 7-8 February 2013 
 Money, politics and power      PE 2013/1         March 2013 
71 The European Council of 14-15 March 2013    PSB 2013/2            March 2013 
72 The Centre Holds: Economic Policy, Russia and Syria   PE 2013/2a           April 2013 

The European Council of 14-15 March 2013 
73 Cyprus: Chefsache after all:The making of the settlement   PE 2013/2b      April 2013 
74 The European Council of 22 May, 2013     PSB 2013/3      May 2013 
75 Energy and Taxation. The European Council of 22 May   PE 2013/3      May 2013 
76 The European Council of 27-28 June 2013    PSB 2013/4      June 2013 
77 Economic Policy, EMU and Enlargement     PE 2013/4      October 2013 

The European Council of 27-28 June 2013 
78 The European Council of 24-25 October 2013    PSB 2013/5      October 2013 
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79 The European Council of 24-25 October 2013    PE 2013/5      Dec. 2013 
 The Digital Economy, EMU, Migration etc 
80 The European Council of 19-20 December 2013   PSB 2013/6      Dec.2013 
81 The European Council of 19-20 December 2013   PE 2013/6      March 2014 
 European Defence, Banking Union, Economic Policy Coordination etc 
82 The Extraordinary Meeting of 6 March 2014    PSB 2014/1      March 2014 
83 The Extraordinary European Council of 6 March 2014    PE 2014/1      March 2014 

The EU stakes out its ground on Ukraine and the media do not listen 
84 The European Council of 20-21 March, 2014    PSB 2014/2      March 2014 
85 The European Council of 20-21 March, 2014    PE 2014/2      May 2014 

The European Semester, Energy Policy, Ukraine and Africa 
86 The Informal Summit 27 May 2014     PSB 2014/3      May 2014 
87 The Informal Summit of 27 May 2014      PE 2014/3      June 2014 

Elections in the EU and in Ukraine 
88 The European Council in Ypres and Brussels, 26-27 June  PSB 2014/4      June 2014 
89 June, July and August 2014       PE 2014/4      Oct. 2014 

Appointing New Leaders and Dealing with the Ukrainian Crisis 
90 The European Council of 16 July 2014: A New Start for Europe? PSB 2014/5      July 2014 
91  The European Council of 30 August 2014    PSB 2014/6      August 2014 
92 23 and 24 October 2014       PSB 2014/7      Oct.2014 

Climate Change, Energy, Economic Policy and Ebola 
93  October 2014         PE 2014/5      Dec.2014 

Climate and Energy, Economic Policy, Ebola and Ukraine, 
plus an annex on the UK’s problems with the EU budget 

94 December 2014        PSB 2014/8      Dec.2014 
Fostering Investment and Relations with Ukraine and Russia 

95 December 2014: A New Beginning?      PE 2014/6  
Juncker’s Investment Plan and Ukraine 

96  Pre-summit Briefing 2015/1       PP 2015/1      February 2015  
Ukraine, Terrorism, Greece and Economic and Monetary Union 

97 Preliminary Evaluation 2015/1       PE 2015/1      February 2015  
Minsk, Terrorism, Greece and EMU 

98 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/2   2015     PP 2015/2      March 2015  
Energy, The European Semester, Russia/Ukraine and Libya 

99 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/3       PP  2015/3 
April 2015: Migratory Pressures in the Mediterranean  

100 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/4       PP 2015/4 
The Euro Summit of June 22 2015: the end game? 

101 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/5       PP 2015/5 
25/26 June 2015: Migration, European Security, EMU, Digital Europe, the UK and possibly Greece  

102 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/6       PSB 2015/6 
The Euro Summit of 7 July 2015 

103 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/7       PSB 2015/7      12 July 2015  
Greece: the end of the affair? 
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104      Preliminary Evaluation 2015/6 and 7      PE 2015/6.7      7 and 12 July 2015  
Dealing with Greece: Tusk’s ultimatum and its consequences 

105 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/8       PP 2015/8      23 September 2015  
The Refugee Crisis 

106 Preliminary Evaluation 2015/9       PE 2015/9      15 October 2015  
The Refugee Crisis plus an Annex on EMU and The British Question 

107 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/10       PSB 2015/10 
12 November 2015: The Refugee Crisis Yet Again 

108 Preliminary Evaluation 2015/10      PE 2015/10       12 November 2015  
The Special European Council Meeting on Migration Policy in Valletta 

109 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/11       PSB 2015/11 
29 November 2015: The EU-Turkey Summit 

110 Pre-summit Briefing 2015/12       PSB 2015/12 
17-18 December 2015 

111 Preliminary Evaluation 2015/12       PE 2015/12 
17-18 December 2015  
Migration Policy, the UK, EMU, Energy and Other Matters 

112 Pre-summit Briefing 2016/1       PSB 2016/1 
18-19 February 2016: The British Problem and Migration Policy 

113 Pre-summit Briefing 2016/2        PSB 2016/2 
7 March 2016: a European consensus on migration policy at last? 

114 Pre-summit Briefing 2016/3       PSB 2016/3 
17-18 March 2016: Refugees, Turkey and the European Economy 

115 European Council Briefing Note 2016/1-3     ECBN 2016/1-3 
February and March 2016  
Migration Policy, the British Question and Economic Policy 

116 Pre-summit Briefing 2016/4       PSB 2016/4 
28-29 June 2016: Fog over the Channel, Continent cut off 

117 Pre-summit Briefing 2016/4       PSB 2016/5 
16 September 2016: EU27 and the future of the Union 

118 European Council Briefing Note 2016/4-5     ECBN 2016/4-5 
June and September 2016  
The European Union without Britain 

119 Pre-summit Briefing 2016/6       PSB 2016/6 
20-21 October 2016: Beyond Bratislava 

120 European Council Briefing Note 2016/6      ECBN 2016/6      October 2016  
Migration, Russia, Syria and Trade 

121 Pre-summit Briefing 2016/7       PSB 2016/7 
15 December: Migration, Security and Brexit 

122  European Council Briefing Note 2016/7     ECBN 2016/7      25 March 2017 
    Dec.2016  Migration, Security, Russia, Ukraine, Syria,  

Cyprus, the economy and Brexit 
123    Pre-summit Briefing 2017/1      PSB 2017/1  
            3 February: Migration, the Future of the EU and Global Politics 
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124     Pre-summit Briefing 2017/2      PSB 2017/2 
125     Pre-summit Briefing 2017/3      PSB 2017/3 

March: A presidential election, economic and social policy, migration,  
126 European Council Briefing Note 2017/1-4 
 February to April 2017: An Overview      ECBN 2017/1-4 
  The making of EU27 continues 
127   European Council Briefing Note 2017/1    ECBN 2017/1 
          3 February: Malta  

 Migration, the international situation and the future of Europe  
128  European Council Briefing Note 2017/2     ECBN 2017/2      9-10 March  

Tusk’s re-election, Migration Policy, Economic Policy,  
Security and Defence, Western Balkans and the Rome Declaration 

129    European Council Briefing Note 2017/3     ECBN 2017/3      25 March 2017 
 The 60th anniversary celebrations and the Rome Declaration 
130    Pre-summit Briefing  2017/4       PSB 2017/4 
 22-23 June: Implementing the Bratislava Road Map 
131 European Council Briefing Note 2017/4     ECBN 2017/4 
 29 April: Dealing with Britain 
132 Pre-summit Briefing 2017/5      PSB 2017/5 
 28 September: Tallinn and the future of Europe 
133    European Council Briefing Note 2017/5     ECBN 2017/5 
 June 2017: EU27 En Marche: The Bratislava Roadmap,  

Macron and a little bit of Brexit 
134    Pre-summit Briefing 2017/6      PSB 2017/6 
 19/20 October: The Leaders’ Agenda, Brexit and Other Issues 
135    European Council Briefing Note 2017/6     ECBN 2017/6 
  September 2017: Tallinn and the Leaders’ Agenda 
136    Pre-summit Briefing 2017/7      PSB 2017/7 
 17 November: Education and Culture 
137    European Council Briefing Note 2017/7     ECBN 2017/7  
 October 2017: the Leaders’ Agenda 
138 Pre-summit Briefing 2017/8      PSB 2017/8 
 14-15 December: Donald Tusk throws down the gauntlet 
139     European Briefing Note 2017/8      ECBN 2017/8 
 November 2017: a trial run for the Leaders’ Agenda 
140    Pre-summit Briefing  2017/9      PSB 2017/9 
 ?????? 
141    European Council Briefing Note 2017/9     ECBN 2017/9 

December 2017: migration policy, the euro and Brexit 
142 Pre-summit Briefing 2018/1      PSB 2018/1 
 23 February: Institutions and Money 
143 European Council Briefing Note      ECBN 2018/1 
 February: Institutional Issues, the MFF, Martin Selmayr 
 144 Pre-summit Briefing 2018/2      PSB 2018/2 
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22-23 March: Trade Policy, Taxation, Turkey, Russia,  
Brexit and EMU 

145    European Council Briefing Note 2018/2     ECBN 2018/2 
 March: challenges of the digital era, EMU present and future,  

trade policy, Russia, Turkey, migration policy and Brexit 
146 Pre-summit Briefing Note 2018/3     PSB 2018/3 
 16-17 May in Sofia: Innovation, the Western Balkans, Iran,  

the US and Gaza 
147    European Council Briefing Note 2018/3     ECBN 2018/3 
 May 16-17 in Sofia: Innovation and Digital, Iran,  

Trade and the Western Balkans 
148 Pre-summit Briefing 2018/4      PSB 2018/4 

28-29 June: Migration Policy, Security and Defence,  
Economic Policy, the Future of the Euro and Brexit 

149 European Council Briefing Note 2018/4     ECBN 2018/4 
 June 28-29: Migration Policy, Security and Defence,  

Economic Policy, Brexit and the Future of the Euro 
150    Pre-summit Briefing 2018/5      PSB 2018/5 
 19-20 September: Migration, Internal Security and Brexit 
151    European Council Briefing Note 2018/5     ECBN 2018/5 
 September 19-20 in Salzburg: Migration Policy,  

Internal Security and Brexit 
152 Pre-summit Briefing 2018/6      PSB 2018/6 
 17-18 October: Brexit, Migration, Internal Security  

and the Euro 
153    Pre-summit Briefing 2018/7      PSB 2018/7 
 25 November: Brexit 
154 Pre-summit Briefing 2018/8      PSB 2018/8 
 13-14 December: Everything in order except Brexit 
156  European Council Briefing Note 2018/6/7/8 part 1   ECBN 2018/6/7/8pt 1 
 October, November and December: Brexit centre  

stage at last 
157    European Council Briefing Note 2018/8pt 2 
 ????????? 
158 Pre-summit Briefing 2019/1      PSB 2019/1 
 21-22 March: Economic Policy, Climate Change, China  

and Brexit 
159 Pre-summit Briefing 2019/2      PSB 2019/2 
 10 April: Brexit round 12 
160 European Council Briefing Note 2019/1&2    ECBN 2019/1&2 
Marc     March & April:Brexit, China and the Future of EuropeMarch and April: Brexit, China and the future of Europe 
161  Pre-summit Briefing 2019/3      PSB 2019/3 
  9 May: Sibiu 
162 European Council Briefing Note 2019/3     ECBN 2019/3 
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 Sibiu: The European Council positions itself in advance  
of the European parliamentary elections 

163 Pre-summit Briefing 2019/4      PSB 2019/4 
 28 May: Taking account of the European parliamentary  

Elections 
164 European Council Briefing Note 2019/4     ECBN 2019/4 
 28 May: The top jobs 
165 Pre-summit Briefing 2019/5      PSB 2019/5 
 June: the top jobs, the strategic agenda, climate change,  

foreign policy, the euro and Brexit 
166 European Council Briefing Note 2019/5     ECBN 2019/5 
 June Part 1: the Strategic Agenda, the MFF,  

Climate Change, External Relations, the Euro and Brexit 
167 Pre-summit Briefing 2019/6      PSB 2019/6 
 June 30: the top jobs once again 
168  European Council Briefing Note 2019/6     ECBN 2019/6 
 June Part 2: the top jobs 
169 Pre-summit Briefing 2019/7      PSB 2019/7 
 October 17 and 18: the MFF, the Strategic Agenda, Climate  

Change, Turkey and Syria, Enlargement and Brexit 
170 European Council Briefing Note 2019/7     ECBN 2019/7 
 October: Brexit, Enlargement, Turkey, the Strategic Agenda,                 

the MFF and Climate Change 
171 Pre-summit Briefing 2019/8      PSB 2019/8 
 December 12 and 13: the changing of the guard 
172 European Council Briefing Note 2019/8     ECBN 2019/8 
 December: Climate Change and a new President 
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Essays and Papers 
  
 
No Title         Original name/no     Publication date 
P 
1  2004 and Beyond  (2004 IGC)      VfB 12       June 2001 
2      The European Convention by Peter Norman    BN 2.1       June 2003 
    Divided into the final weeks 
3    The Italian Presidency of the European Union                                  BN 2.2        June 2003 
4    The European Convention by Peter Norman   BN 2.4          July 2003 
            Consensus ahead of the intergovernmental conference 
5    The Irish Presidency of the European Union   BN 2.7          Dec 2003 
6    Choosing the next President of the Commission   BN 2.9            Feb 2004 
7    The Dutch Presidency of the European Union   BN 3.1           June 2004 
8          The Barroso Commission             BN. 3.4&5        Dec. 2004 
9        The Luxemburg Presidency                 BN  3.6           Jan 2005 
10  Leadership in an Enlarged European Union                 BN 3.8          June 2005  

The European Council, the Presidency and the Commission 
11 The Austrian Presidency of the EU       BN 4.1.        Dec.2005 
12 The State of the Union          BN 4.8          Jan.2007 
  Re-connecting the Union with its member states 
13  From Angela Merkel to José Socrates       BN 5.5           July 2007 
14 The State of the Union at the Beginning of 2008      BN 5.9            Feb.2008 
15 The Slovenian Presidency        BN 5.10.        March 2008 
16 The State of the Union, March 2009      BN 6.7            March 2009 

The EU and the global economic crisis 
17 The European Council and the media       OE                      5 April 2011 
     Some preliminary reflections prompted by the March European Council 
18 The Need for a new EU Narrative        OE                     13 Sept.2011 
19 Governance of the Euro Area         OE                     13 Sep.2011 
20  The euro crisis in perspective        OE                     11 Oct.2011 
21 Reflections on the Euro Crisis at the end November 2011    OE              30 Nov.2011 
22 New Year Reflections on the Euro Crisis:        OE                     14 Jan.2012 
  Reflections on the December European Council and its aftermath 
23 Executive power and democratic accountability       QC 2012              Sep. 2012 
24 The prisoner’s dilemma: David Cameron and  

Britain’s European future  (revised)         QC 2013      January  2013 
25 Angela Merkel’s Europe: whither, how and when?   QC 2013/Oct.      October 2013 
26 The election of the next Commission President: a journey into the unknown QC 2013/Dec     December 2013 
27 Brexit: negotiating the primrose way     OE 2015/1      May 2015 
28 Commentary 2016/1        C 2016/1       

Britain and Europe: the outlook in January 2016 
29 The February Settlement      C 2016/2 
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 David Cameron’s deal with the EU 
30 Commentary 2016/3       C 2016/3 

The EU dimension of the UK referendum process 
31 Commentary 2016/4        C 2016/4      

And what if Remain wins? 
32 Commentary 2016/5        C 2016/5         

Reflections on Brexit: why Leave won and what its victory means 
  
 
Key  
BN – Briefing Note 
OE – Occasional Essay  
PE – Preliminary Evaluation 
PSB – Pre-summit briefing 
QC – Quarterly Commentary  2016/1 
VfB – View from Brussels 
C – Commentary 
ECBN- European Council Briefing Note 
 
Also now available are essays written by Peter Ludlow while still director of CEPS. These essays entitled View from Brussels started 
in November 1995. The essays from VfB 8 are already included in the list above but 1-7 cover the years up to 2000. 
 
1. View from Brussels: The 1996 IGC        November 1995 
2. View from Brussels: European Council, Madrid Dec.1995 and its aftermath    March 1996 
3. View from Brussels: The British Question        August 1996 
4. View from Brussels: The Irish Presidency, EMU, clouds on the horizon    January 1997 
5. View from Brussels: The Conclusion of the IGC       July 1997 
6. View from Brussels: The UK Presidency        July 1998 
7. View from Brussels: The Prodi Commission        November 1999 
 
 
 
 
Special Briefings 
1 Choosing the EU’s new leaders: an interim assessment  SB      July 2014  
2 The Special Meeting of the European Council of 30 August 20141  SB      Sept.2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 


